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Empire was in the ascendent and, naturally, owing to the
political  and  cultural   domination of  Maharastra,    the
spoken  language of  North  Karnataka,   especially    the
dialects of the border were influenced to such an extent
that a wide gulf was created between the spoken Kannada
of North and South Karnataka,    The influence of one
language on another may be due to close contact, political
domination or the advanced stage of growth of a particular
language.   In the history   of  the mutual   influence  of
Kannada and Marathi, all these factors have been at work.
In regard to the influence of Kannada over Marathi, the
more important factor at work was the last one viz. the
advanced stage in which Kannada language and literature
were at a time when Marathi was yet young and coming
into its own.   It is as natural as the influence of Sanskrit
over Kannada in its own stage of infancy.   It is recognised
by scholars that a good part of what constitutes Maha-
rastra today was formerly a region of Kannada-speaking
people and there is historical truth in the words of * Kavi-
rajamarga* which places the Kannada country between the
rivers Kaveri and Godavari.1   The  Vitthala Sampradaya
of the Bhagavata school must have attracted crowds of
devotees, headed by such towering personalities as Jnanei-
vara and Ekanatha, to Pandharapura, which was then a
place in Karnataka, where Kannada was spoken and God
Vitthala of which place was Kannada, according to clear
statements made by   JnaneSvara and Ekanatha.*   It is, .
therefore; natural that some features of Kannada grammar

1 S. G. Tulpule: YadavakaBna Marathi, pp.
1 Ibid, p, 323."